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*EU Civil Society Contact Group Questionnaire*
How does your organisation work with the European Union Council of Ministers and/or national ministries to influence European policies?

The European Union Council of Ministers
The European Union (EU) Council of Ministers is made of representatives that are directly elected at national level and therefore represents an important strand of legitimacy of the EU. It is composed of ministers of the governments of each of the EU member states: depending on the subject matter, each country is represented by the government minister responsible for that area. When we use here the term EU Council of Ministers (“the Council” from no on) we refer to all its configurations including the European Council. The Council is the main decision-making body and has a number of key responsibilities, which vary according to the policy area at stake. That is why it is crucial for public interest organisations to make their views heard by the Council and hold it accountable.
The Civil Society Contact Group and access to Council
Eight of the biggest European NGO platforms work together in the Civil Society Contact Group (www.act4europe.org) to develop the dialogue between civil society organisations and the EU institutions as an essential part of strengthening participatory democracy. These platforms on the basis of this questionnaire, want to learn from each other about how they work with the Councils.
Questionnaire on NGO access to Council

The questionnaire aims at

· gathering experiences of different NGOs at European and national level in working with the Council
· mapping the practices in different policy fields
· identifying good practices
· identifying differences in access to Council
For that we need your help. You know best how your organisation works with the Council, what works well, what does not work well and you have ideas on how to improve. We therefore invite you to take half an hour to fill in this questionnaire. If you are not the right person to reply, please forward the questionnaire to the relevant colleague.
The questionnaire is structured in NGO – Council relations (A) before, (B) during and (C) after Council meetings. That is completed with a few general questions (D) and information about your organisation (E).

Practical information
· It will take you about 20-40 minutes to answer the questions.
· To make a cross in one of the boxes, click once on the left mouse button.

· If you do not understand a question or it does not fit for your organisation’s situation, feel free to give any other information related to the focus of the question in the space foreseen for comments.
· Please send the completed questionnaire to coordinator@act4europe.org no later then the end of July 2008.
· Results of this inquiry will be analyzed and presented in a short document. If you wish to receive the document, please indicate it on the last page.

We would like to thank you in advance for taking the time to share your organisation’s experience with other NGOs.
A
BEFORE COUNCIL MEETINGS
	1
	Is there a formal procedure in your sector and/or country that allows your organisation to engage with the Council/Ministries prior to Council meetings?

	
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 If yes: please explain below!
	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	     


	2
	Has your organisation in the past had contacts with either a sectorial Council or national Ministries before Council meetings?

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, before informal Council meetings

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, before formal Council meetings

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	Comments:      


	3
	Please mark the sectorial Council(s) your organisation has had contacts with and/or indicate below the ministries you where in touch with?


	
	Agriculture and Fisheries
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Cooperation in the fields of Justice and Home Affairs (JHA)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Competitiveness
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Economic and Financial Affairs
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Education, Youth and Culture
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Environment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	General Affairs and External Relations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Transport, Telecommunications and Energy
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Comments:      


	3.1
	How regularly was your organisation in contact with the Council/Ministry before Council meetings?


	
	
	Before each Council meeting
	Sometimes,

Sometimes not
	Never

	
	Informal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	
	Formal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	4
	Who was at the initiative of the contacts?


	
	
	The Council secretariat
	The Council presidency
	The national Ministry
	Your organisation
	Other, please specify

	
	Informal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	
	Formal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	
	Comments:      


	5
	What was the content of the contacts?



	
	
	Invitation to preparatory meeting
	Invitation to Council meeting
	Information from the Council/Ministry
	Information request by the Council/Ministry
	Other, please specify

	
	Informal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	
	Formal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	
	Other Council meetings such as      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	
	Comments:      


	6
	If information was exchanged between your organisation and the Council/Ministry prior to Council meetings, how was it exchanged?

	
	
	Formal preparation meeting
	Informal meeting
	Phone calls
	Documents sent
	Other,

Please specify

	
	Informal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	
	Formal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	
	Comments:      


	6.1
	What did the information exchanged consist in?



	
	Your organisation’s existing position paper


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Specific briefings prepared by your organisation

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Council agendas


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Documents prepared by the Council/Ministry


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please specify:      

	
	Other, please specify


	     

	
	Comments:      


	7
	How do you evaluate the impact of this information exchange(s)?



	
	     


	8
	How do you evaluate the formalities of this information exchange(s)?



	
	     


	9
	How do you think the information exchange prior to Council meetings could be improved?


	
	     


B
DURING COUNCIL MEETINGS
	1
	Can your organisation attend Council meetings?



	
	
	Yes
	No

	
	Informal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	
	Formal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	
	
	If Yes: go to B2
	If No: go to C

	
	Comments:      


	2
	How many representatives can your organisation send to Council meetings?


	
	     


	3
	Is your organisation allowed to speak during the Council meetings?



	
	
	Yes
	No

	
	Informal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Formal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	If Yes:  go to B3.1
	If No: go to B4

	
	Comments:      


	3.1
	How long can you speak?



	
	     


	3.2
	At what point of the meeting can you speak?



	
	     


	3.3
	Who listens to your intervention? Who is in the audience?


	
	     


	3.4
	Is there time for questions and answers and/or discussion foreseen?

Please explain.

	
	     


	3.5
	Please evaluate the impact of your organisation’s intervention.



	
	     


	3.6
	Are there other external interventions during the Council meeting?

Please explain.

	
	     


	4
	How long can your organisation attend the Council meeting? Can you stay to the end?
Please explain.

	
	     


C
AFTER COUNCIL MEETINGS

	1
	Is there a formal debriefing session taking place after the Council meeting?



	
	
	Yes
	No

	
	Informal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Formal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	If yes, go to C1.1
	If No, go to C2

	
	

	1.1
	Who organises the debriefing sessions?


	
	
	The Council secretariat
	The Council presidency
	The national Ministry
	Your organisation
	Other, please specify

	
	Informal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	
	Formal Council meetings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	
	Comments:      


	1.2
	Who can attend the formal debriefing session taking place after the Council meeting? 

Please explain (invitations, registration).

	
	     


	2
	Is there any other follow-up of Council meetings?

Please explain.

	
	     


	3
	How do you think, the follow-up of Council meetings could be improved?



	
	     


D
GENERAL

	1
	How do your organisation contacts with the COREPER look like? 


	
	     


	2
	Have you heard about any practices/process on how NGOs engage with the Council/Ministries in other member states/sectors?

Please describe.

	
	     


	2
	Please feel free to make any other comment about your organisation’s work with the Council and/or the questionnaire!

	
	     


E
INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR ORGANISATION

	Name of organisation


	     

	Website of organisation


	     

	What are the main issues your organisation is working on?
	     

	Is your organisation a member of a European NGO Platform?


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CONCORD
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Culture Action Europe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Green10

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 EUCSI-LLL

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 European Public Health Forum EPHA

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 European Women’s Lobby EWL

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Human Rights and Democracy Network HRDN
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Social Platform

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other, please specify:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 None


	To which political level does the information in this questionnaire refer?

	National  FORMCHECKBOX 

	European  FORMCHECKBOX 


	If National, please specify in which country your organizations is active:

	     


	Contact person

	First Name
	     

	Family name
	     

	Position
	     

	Telephone
	     

	Email
	     

	Would you like to receive the analysis of this questionnaire by email?

	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 



Please return this questionnaire to coordinator@act4europe.org
by the end of July 2008.
*

Thanks a lot for your contribution!
Contact person: Regula Heggli, Coordinator EU Civil Society Contact Group

T +32 2 511 17 11, F +32 2 511 19 09, coordinator@act4europe.org
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