LOGO OF YOUR ORGANISATION(S)

Date

Dear Minister/Prime Minister/Member of Parliament

Dear Minister

The future Constitution concerns all citizens in the European Union. Hundreds of thousand of citizens are engaged in social, environment, development, and human rights organisations and take a particular and very active interest in the development of the Constitution in these fields.

The Civil Society Contact Group is the largest NGO group in the EU, bringing together the four NGO sectors – environment, social, development, human rights - and the ETUC. We are watching the developments in this IGC with increasing concern, since Member States and Accession Countries seem to do little more than restating their national interest without a clear and visible focus on the common European interest of all people.

The debate on non-institutional issues and QMV received particularly little attention in relation to its huge task to draw up a Constitution of the people. We, therefore, want to relay to you our specific concerns and demands in this area once more.

We strongly urge you to adopt the following proposals that have been tabled during the IGC on 27 October: 

( The insertion of a horizontal clause on social exclusion
( The extension of general rules of transparency to all institutions including 

      the European Central Bank and the European Court of Justice

( The inclusion of European Court of Justice’s power to review actions of the

      European Council 

(  The inclusion of European Court of Justice’s power to safeguard rights of 
individuals

( The declaration foreseeing convening of a new conference on Euratom 

( The inclusion of the protocol on sustainable development 

(  QMV in social affairs, anti-discrimination, and environment 

We strongly oppose the following proposals that have been tabled during the IGC on 27 October:

( A stronger legal status of the explanation for applicability of the Charter,

     thus limiting its scope

( Any deletion of QMV and co-decision of the EP in relation to budgetary

     powers

( The exclusion of trade agreements from the scope of EP consent,

( Restriction of ECJ jurisdiction to not cover CFSP 

( A return to unanimity away from QMV for asylum and immigration, social 

     policy, and environment

( A merging of legal personality between the future EU and Euratom

Additionally we urge you:
( To ensure more cohesion between the principle of sustainable

     development and the policies of agriculture, transport and trade

( To strengthen access to justice

( To maintain exclusion of developing countries from the scope of the 

     section on economic, financial and technical cooperation with third 

     countries 

( To ensure the possibility for EU accession to the European Social Charter 
and to other international human rights instruments

The future Constitution will have to be ratified next year and citizens will via referenda or their elected Parliamentarians take a strong view on many of the issues mentioned above. To address these fundamental issues now would greatly enhance the credibility and eventual success of the whole Constitutional project.

Yours sincerely,
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Organisation(s)
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