On the preliminary version of a federal law entitled 

Introducing Changes to Certain Russian Federation Legislative Acts

 This draft law, which would make substantive changes in how the activities of nongovernmental not-for-profit organizations are legally regulated, creates new versions of the federal laws on civic associations and non-profit organizations. 

The innovations proposed by the authors of the draft law would result in a significant deterioration in the status of not-for-profit organizations relative to for-profit organizations. 

The following conceptual provisions of the draft law are the most significant ones.

1. Unregistered civic associations which have not informed the authorities of their existence will be declared illegal.

2. Branch and local offices of foreign not-for-profit nongovernmental organizations will be prohibited from operating. 

3. Citizens of foreign countries and individuals lacking citizenship who are not permanent residents of the Russian Federation will be stripped of the right to found, hold membership or participate in civic associations (including international civic associations registered in Russia) as well as in other not-for-profit organizations.

4. Officers of the registering body (Gosregistratsia) will be authorized to demand documents relating to the management and financial status of an NGO and to see to it that nongovernmental organizations are spending their funds correctly. Said officers may do this at any time and without any basis whatsoever for doing so.

5. A certain undefined group of individuals will be deprived of the right of association. Illegal activity by the founder, activity which has been described in extremely vague terms, will serve as the basis for declining the founder's application to register a not-for-profit organization. 

6. All existing control and oversight procedures, as well as any additional ones which are introduced, extend to not-for-profit organizations founded by citizens, be they not-for-profit partnerships, institutions, independent not-for-profit organizations, foundations, associations or unions. The previously-existing application process for registering not-for-profit organizations will be replaced by a process involving the issuance of permissions.

7. A re-registration of the entire nongovernmental, not-for-profit sector will be launched and carried out in full without delay (within one year) and the identity of all unregistered civic organizations will be established without delay (within half a year).   

 The draft law runs counter to Articles 13, 30 and 55 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation, Article 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 22 of the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights, Article 11 of the European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and the main principles of Russian Civil Legislation (Article 1 of the Civil Code of the Russian Federation), nor is it in keeping with best international practices in the area of legislation governing not-for-profit organizations, systematized by the International Center for Not-For-Profit Law in the United States. 

We believe that the adoption of this draft law will result in violations of civil rights and will hamper the development of civil society in Russia. Specifically, the operations of international not-for-profit organizations in Russia which carry out numerous important social projects will be hamstrung and even virtually paralyzed.

